


Carlo Acutis

 “Everyone is born original,  
but many die as photocopies” 
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CCarlo was the eldest son of Andrea Acu-
tis and Antonia Salzano, he was born in London, 
where his parents met for work reasons, on May 3, 
1991 at the “Portland” clinic. Fifteen days later she 
received the Sacrament of Baptism in the pres-
ence of her paternal and maternal grandparents, 
Aunt Adriana and great-grandmother Adriana in 
the Church “Our Lady of Dolours”. 

“From birth our earthly destiny is marked: 
we are all invited to climb Golgotha and take up 
our cross,” Carlo reflects prophetically. This does 
not mean that it is not worth living: “A life is truly 
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beautiful only if we come to love God above all 
things and our neighbor as ourselves.” “To be al-
ways united to Jesus, this is my program of life”.
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OOn September 8, 1991, Carlo and his par-
ents left London to return to Milan. He grew up 
in a profoundly Christian environment, in which 
faith was lived and witnessed to by works, but it 
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was he who freely chose to follow Jesus with great 
enthusiasm. He is affectionate, loves his parents 
very much, spends time with his grandparents. 
To those who ask her what she misses about Car-
lo, her mother Antonia, her greatest witness, re-
plies: “The great laughter she made me do, her 
contagious irony, was of enormous sympathy. 
He made fun of me because I’m too greedy. Even 
now it makes me laugh, in a different way, but it 
continues to make me laugh.” Among the many 
who pray to Carlo and feel close to him there are 
also his twin brothers, Michele and Francesca, 
born in 2010.
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EUCHARIST

TThe Eucharist is my highway to heaven. 
Carlo received his First Communion on June 16, 
1998, in Perego (LC), at the convent of the Romite 
Nuns of Sant’Ambrogio, in advance of normal age. 
“The more more we recieve the Eucharist, the 
more we will become like Jesus and already on 
this earth we will foretaste Paradise”: this is the 
teaching that he draws from it, and that he ad-
dresses to others. Going to Mass daily, Carlo makes 
the Eucharist the strength that sustains him in 
every moment, the most important opportunity 
to establish a true friendship with Jesus, a friend-
ship that does not betray you and teaches you the 
joy of generosity. “Many people in my opinion do 
not really understand the value of Holy Mass to 
the full, because if they realized the great fortune 
that the Lord has given us by giving himself as 
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our food and drink in the Holy Host, they would 
go to church every day to participate in the fruits 
of the sacrifice celebrated, and would renounce 
so many superfluous things!”.
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ROSARY

SStudent by day at school, student of the 
soul in the afternoon and evening, with Mass 
and the recitation of the Rosary. Carlo knows well 
that “after the Holy Eucharist, the Holy Rosary is 
the most powerful weapon to fight the devil”. 
“The Rosary is the shortest ladder to ascend to 
Heaven”, and the one with Mary is for him “the 
most gallant appointment of his day”. During the 
prayer the main intention is that of the conver-
sion of as many people to Christ: “Conversion is 
nothing more than moving one’s gaze from the 
bottom upwards, a simple movement of the 
eyes is enough”.
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Carlo during his pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady  
of Fatima in Portugal (May 2004)
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INTERNET

VVery soon Carlo reveals himself to be a 
child of extraordinary intelligence. From an early 
age he showed a particular interest in computer 
science: like the best engineers he knows pro-
gramming languages, he edits videos, he creates 
newspapers and websites by himself, one of all 
the virtual exhibition on Eucharistic miracles, de-
signed and built at the age of 14, which has gone 
around the world. A true “fan” of the internet like 
his peers, but unlike many of them convinced 
that it must become a “vehicle of evangeliza-
tion and catechesis”: “The true disciple of Jesus 
Christ is the one who in everything tries to imi-
tate him and to do the will of God”.
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DEATH

AAt the San Gerardo Hospital in Monza, 
feeling the final moment coming, on October 10, 
2006 Carlo asked to receive the anointing of the 
sick and Communion. The following day he went 
into a coma due to a cerebral hemorrhage trig-
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gered by leukemia; doctors declare him clinically 
dead at 17.00, having ceased all brain activity, ex-
cept the heart, which stops beating on October 
12 at 6.45. “Life is a gift because as long as we 
are on this planet we can increase our level of 
charity. The higher he is, the more we will enjoy 
the Eternal Beatitude of God”. He likes to repeat: 
“Everyone is born as originals, but many die as 
photocopies”. Carlo found the way to arrive at 
the encounter with God as a true and precious 
“unique piece”.
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Sanctuary 
of the 

Stripping

 “We are here to lay down 
his mortal remains in this 

Shrine, so that his light may 
meet and almost merge with 
what eight centuries ago 

shone in Francis and makes 
Assisi a special city”
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IIn May 2017 the Sanctuary of the Stripping 
was inaugurated in Assisi. Located inside the 
church of Santa Maria Maggiore, the ancient ca-
thedral where St. Francis was probably baptized, 
it is a place of worship and deep spirituality. 

Inside the new Sanctuary, erected by episco-
pal decree in 2016, there is the Hall of the Strip-
ping built on the place where Francis made the 
sensational gesture of taking off his clothes in 
front of his father Pietro di Bernardone to remain 
naked like Christ and thus renounce all material 
riches to give himself completely to Him. 

From 6 April 2019 the Sanctuary of the Strip-
ping also houses the remains of Blessed Carlo 
Acutis, inside a white monument located in the 
right aisle where hundreds of faithful pay hom-
age to him. “Carlo comes to rest in this same envi-
ronment that witnessed the stripping of Francis”, 
underlined Monsignor Domenico Sorrentino, 
bishop of the diocese of Assisi - Nocera Umbra 
- Gualdo Tadino on the day of the ceremony, 
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O Blessed Carlo,
you who made the Eucharist your

“highway to Heaven”,
help me to love Jesus and to recognize Him

present in the Consecrated Host.
You who welcomed Mary as a mother,

let me also love Her
and pray to Her with the Rosary

to grow in the knowledge
and friendship of Her Son Jesus.

You who helped the poor,
help me to be more attentive

to those in need and for the love of Jesus
offer my help.

You who said that

Prayer 
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“everyone was born original,
but many die as photocopies”,

let me discover and love
the task that God has thought for me,

without wanting to copy anyone,
but only doing His will,

to be happy here on earth
and one day come with you to Heaven
as Jesus promised to those who follow 

Him.
Amen.

 ✠ Mgr Roberto Campiotti
Bishop of Volterra
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